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1. The pattern has changed

1964 2024

In sub-Saharan Africa 
10 Medical Schools

In sub-Saharan Africa 
estimated nearly 200 
Medical Schools

In Nigeria less than 1000 
doctors

In Nigeria 55,000 
registered doctors
but at least 15,000 of 
them work outside
Nigeria





2. Medical Research

• Publications from Africa: about 3% of those listed
in PubMed (but rising): currently most of them
from Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa

• Local sources of funding ear-marked for research: 
near zero

• Notable sources of funding from USA, EU, 
Sweden, International Agencies



3. Diagnosis versus Therapy

• Laboratory facilities have improved
• Many countries have doctors trained in many 

specialties
• In most cases diagnosis can be made at least in 

some major hospitals 
• HOWEVER, SO MANY DRUGS ARE OUT OF REACH 

BECAUSE OF HIGH PRICES





HAEMATOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN AFRICA
First Meeting held at UCH, Ibadan, NIGERIA, August 15, 1972
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